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Analysis on international paper output of projects supported by Major Research

Plan of National Nature Science Foundation of China
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Abstract

Major Research Plan, as one of the research projects of National Natural Science Foundation of

China (NSFC), is a forward-looking initiative that combines China’s basic research with major needs and
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achieves sustainable development. This paper analyzes the funding situation and paper outputs of 49 major
research plans from the perspectives of the project approval situation, the distribution of leading science de-
partments, the allocation of approved projects and funding, and the output of scientific research papers.
Our research shows that the leading science department of major research plans effectively supports the
cross-funding. Further, the intensity of funding shows strong consistency with scientific research output.
We also put forward some suggestions on the implementation of major research plans from the aspects of
optimizing the mode of funding, strengthening integration and balancing the development of science depart-
ments, so that NSFC can better improve the funding system., and constantly promote the training of

China’s talents and the continuous innovation ability of science and technology.

Key words National Natural Science Foundation of China; Major Research Plan; funding situation; paper-

output
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